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2025 Legislative Priorities
Advance Health Equity by Addressing Social Drivers of Health

A child’s health is largely determined by where they and their families live, learn, work and play. Legislation to
improve the social drivers of health — from housing to schools to neighborhoods — will advance health

equity among children, youth, and families. All Minnesota children, youth, and families deserve access to high
quality schools, safe and stable housing, nutritious foods, healthy communities, and clean air and water. MNAAP
strongly considers the impact policies may have on health equity in all advocacy work.

Improve Mental Health for Children, Adolescents, and Families

Supporting young Minnesotans with mental health services is a growing necessity in communities across the state.
Providing early identification, intervention, and mental and behavioral health services to children, adolescents,
and their families will have widespread positive developmental outcomes. Mental and behavioral health issues can
lead to difficulty developing social skills, maintaining strong relationships, and are associated with other health
problems for kids. Continued funding for early childhood programs, brain development, and school-based mental
health services should be prioritized in the 2026-2027 state budget.

Increase Healthcare Access for Patients

When patients have consistent access to healthcare, they are more likely to live long, happy, and healthy lives.
Establishing adequate outpatient medical assistance reimbursement rates, expanding community mental health
services, and protecting the right to reproductive and gender-affirming healthcare, will ensure Minnesota families
in every corner of the state have access to critical healthcare services.

Prevent Infectious Disease Through Increased Vaccination Rates

Minnesota’s childhood immunization rates have decreased in recent years. This is a severe public health concern in
the medical community. Currently, parents are allowed to exempt their children from public school immunization
requirements through a “personal belief exemption.” This exemption must be repealed so more children can be
protected from the spread of preventable infectious diseases.

Reduce Youth Violence

Examples of violent interactions among youth is a concerning regularity in Minnesota communities. Disturbing
episodes of community violence, violence in schools, and violent interactions between youth and law enforcement
must be addressed at all levels of government. Additionally, as firearms continue to be the leading cause of death
for children in both Minnesota and the United States, lawmakers ought to pass common sense firearm safety bills,
such as safe storage requirements, to reduce death and injuries due to firearms.



